
 

 

The IPTN board wishes to make the following statement known to both its members and the broader Playback 

Theatre community regarding the recently-circulated social justice vision and commitment document created 

by the South African conference organizing team: 

  

Firstly, we want to acknowledge the impact that this document has had on the global network. We deeply 

regret that things have turned out this way. We apologize to anyone that felt offended or excluded by this 

document. We are aware of, understand, and acknowledge the legitimacy of the concerns that it has raised, 

aware of the complex dialogue it has generated, and the feelings of exclusion by the Israeli Playback 

community. We as a membership organization acknowledge how complex and emotionally - charged these 

conversations often are. 

  

As part of our mission, it is the intention of IPTN to host a conference that can facilitate connection and 

learning, welcoming of all people in the Playback community, and one that supports the development of 

Playback Theatre worldwide. Our conference space brings together its members and the larger Playback 

Theatre community into one space for collective teaching and learning and personal development. We are 

trying our best to create a safe space for everyone and sometimes we do not succeed, but we want to let you 

know we are trying. 

  

Because of this vision, we always strive for an inclusive conference, and we acknowledge that in the past IPTN 

has not always gotten this right. We want our network to know that we continue to work towards our own 

understanding of inclusivity as the board grows in diverse representation itself with emerging voices and 

multiple lived experiences.  

 

It is important to note that the document which was created by our conference host, the South African 

organizing team, is not an IPTN document nor is it an official IPTN statement. The South African organizing 

team took it upon themselves to write up their conference vision after it was selected as the hosting country 

and we understand that they made use of the document in their programme reviewing process.  

 

Our IPTN board understands that the use of the word “Zionist” in the document has different understandings 

in different contexts depending on different people’s lived experience. The IPTN board itself has members with 

fundamentally different views on the word, and the matter is complex without a doubt. The IPTN board stands 

firmly against the exclusion of people attending the conference, including Israeli Playbackers. 

  

The IPTN board appreciates all those in our network who are working for diversity and inclusion in their 

communities and in the Playback network, in the face of its many challenges.  

 

We further welcome our network to be in touch with us should you wish to be involved in more dialogue as 

we prepare to gather in South Africa. 

 

 

Warmly, 

the IPTN board 

 

 


